Beckingham cum Saundby Parish Newsletter
May 2021 Edition
Welcome to the May edition of the Beckingham cum Saundby Parish Newsletter. In the main April has been a
good month in many ways. We have had good dry weather, albeit frosty at times but more importantly we are
emerging out of lockdown and life can begin to get back to the “new normal”. Covid 19 is still with us with worrying spikes in our local infection rates however the vaccine rollout continuing successfully. It’s still not yet time to
lower our guard.

HRH Prince Philip
On Friday 9 April 2021, we were informed of the very sad news that
HRH Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh, our Queen’s consort of
over 70 years; husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather,
had passed away. He was 99 years old and some two months short
of his 100th birthday
He served our Nation with unfailing dedication and commitment,
with boundless energy, grit and great humour. Not always politically
correct but with honesty and integrity. Our monarchy will most definitely be very different without him, and our Queen more than a
little lost

Infection Rates in Beckingham Area
After a significant fall in infection rates by the end of March we have seen a large fluctuation during April. At the end of April
rates in our areas are as follows Beckingham 18, Bassetlaw 42 compared to the national average of 24 per 100k. This still
shows a marked decline on the year to date figures however we need to keep infections totals falling. See graph above
Bassetlaw Statistics rolling 7day totals:April
March

New Positive tests
Positive tests

34

Deaths 0

Hospital Admissions

4

66

Deaths 0

Hospital Admissions

37

Note: Beckingham rates fluctuate more than the National Average as everything is calculated at a rate of 100K per head of population.
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Around the village—cont.
Emergency
Response Volunteers Needed

Tips from the potting shed. May 2021

We are repeating this item as we are still looking for volunteers. Any and all help is welcome.

Kitchen garden.

We are actively seeking for volunteers to assist with the
Beckingham/ Saundby Community Emergency Plan.
The aim is to provide a pro active approach to assisting the
community in times of emergency. The resources that are
probably likely to be required in such an event would be
the following; Submersible Pump, Tractor and Trailer, medical help, counselling support, and delivery of leaflets,
shopping, transport to hospital. Anyone prepared to assist
in getting this important group established should contact
the Clerk on 01777 711579 or email
Clerk@beckinghamcumsaundby-pc.org.uk

Beckingham-cum-Saundby Neighbourhood Watch
We are looking for volunteers to support the Beckingham /
Saundby Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. Anyone who is
passionate about making our village a safer place to live is
welcome to express an interest.
Once we have an idea of the level of support we have, we
can make further arrangements. If you would like to show
your support please email Emma Watson via the newsletter@vennwood.co.uk

West Burton B Power Station
Last month saw the announcement of the closure of
West Burton A. This month EDF announced the
sale of West Burton B CCGT power station to EIG.
Both parties aim to complete the transaction as
soon as possible in 2021, subject to all applicable
regulatory authorisations West Burton B is one of
the UK’s highest performing gas power stations.
Commissioned in 2013 and supplies around 1.5
million homes. A new 12 mi (19 km) gas pipeline was built to link to the National Gas Transmission System at Grayingham in Lincolnshire

The severe frosts have made outdoor planting inadvisable in
April but as the nights become less cool, planting into the garden can now begin.
Runner beans, Dwarf beans, Chard after hardening, Kale and
Spinach. Tomato plants can go into the green house
Courgettes in the greenhouse.

Main garden
Feed pots that have had spring bulbs in. Keep borders forked
over to prevent ‘baking’. Prune any shrubs that have been flowering in Spring
Feed camellias, Check roses for blackfly etc & spray on a dry day
(we use Rose clear), If you haven’t done, feed roses with good
all round fertilizer. Consider bedding plants for baskets, pots
and hay racks. Keep well watered throughout the season.
Continue dead heading Spring bulbs, but leave leaves to die
back naturally.

Generally.
Don’t be tempted to cut lawn too short, this will cause it go
brown. Steam clean flags/slabs. Although it’s dry, don’t be
tempted to get the hose pipe out. Tap leaves chemicals on
plants and causes roots to come to the surface. If water
is needed use a watering can with the rose off and drench a
plant individually directly onto the root.

National Garden Scheme
Terry & Brenda open their garden on alternate years to raise
funds for charity, last time raising over £300. This year their
garden will be open for the National Garden Scheme. Plants by
Norwell Nurseries, garden iron work locally farmed flowers and
home made teas, all on the village green
Sunday June 6th 2 -5pm.
Primrose Cottage, 16 Bar Road North, Beckingham.
Admission £3 adults.
Terry & Brenda Wilson. Tel. 01427 848852

Paths Update
We are grateful for reports of ‘faults’ on the Parish paths.
Please continue to let us know if you come across something
unsafe. Most will have been reported, but the repair work
may take some time to occur. We are waiting for Notts C.C.
to advise which jobs might be done this year. Certainly the
very dry weather has cracked the earth causing some stiles
to become unstable Terry & Brenda Wilson.

Temporary Road Closure
Level crossing station Road and Old Trent Road
21.30 22nd May until 12.00 23rd May
Road closed— no alternative. No pedestrian
access
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Upcoming Events for your calendar
Madam Crépe

May Friday 28th 12—6pm

Next Council Meeting (In the Willow Works)
Wednesday 14th July
7pm
Mr & Mrs Pickwick’s Pizza (Village Hall)
Saturday May 29th
Fishmonger Every Thursday

5pm till 8pm
10.30—12.30

New Parish Council Website

Beckingham Bowls Club

We are pleased to report that in the coming days the
new and long awaited PC website will be launched.
The new site will be far easier to navigate, much
clearer layout and from the PC point of view it will
be much easier to maintain. In line with new legislation on security the website name will change to -

After very little competitive bowls in 2020, Beckingham’s bowlers are looking forward to the start
of the season. The Club’s green opened on 30
April for socially distanced play with league
matches scheduled to start week commencing 17
May, whilst the weekly Thursday Club Nights
start on 20 May. Beckingham have entered a
team in each of the Gainsborough Bowls and Isle
of Axholme Evening Leagues, and 2 teams in the
Isle of Axholme Seniors’ League. Three members
are unable to play this year due to illness and we
sadly lost another playing member who passed
away, but we are pleased to welcome 4 new
members, all from Beckingham village.

www.beckinghamcumsaundby-pc.gov.uk

April Police Report
The crimes of interest – incidents of burglary, criminal damage
and thefts – reported for the beat area between 01/04/2021
and 30/04/2021 were –
Burglary Other – 1 (Beckingham).
Criminal Damage to a Dwelling – 1 (Gringley on the Hill).
Theft Other – 2 (Gringley on the Hill/ Everton).
There has generally been a reduction in the reporting of crimes
of interest, across the areas I cover, to our control room. This is
likely to have been assisted from the messages given in the
Governments briefings restricting personal movement. Please
continue to report crime - and incidents - through to our control room on 101, or 999 as appropriate. Even in these most
difficult of times, where possible, reported crimes will be dealt
with in the same way as they have always been recorded, and
dealt with. Please remain aware of any suspicious persons, vehicles and activity in the area and continue to report such instances through to our control room, as normal.
Dave’s full report can be found on the PC website

Beckingham Litter Picking Day
nd

SATURDAY MAY 22 10am – 12noon.
Start point – Recreation Room, The Green.
Please come along and show your pride in
our village by joining in a litter pick and
spruce up round the village. We meet at
10am at the Recreation Room, Equipment
provided. Jobs include, litter picking, washing village signs, clipping round the village
signs, sweeping out The Book Exchange etc.
There will be a list to choose from on the
day.
Come along at your own risk, but enjoy free
refreshments at the end.
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In last month’s Newsletter, our report incorrectly
stated that our tea room/store demolished by
members was obtained from Rampton Hospital,
whereas it was in fact acquired from Cottam
Power Station. Our existing pavilion came from
Rampton. Until a replacement for our tea room
is built, we will need to be innovative to provide
refreshments
for our visitors.
The photograph accompanying this
report shows
Club members
working on dismantling the
metal framework of the tea room.
Anybody interested in receiving details of our
fixtures and activities should please contact Roger on 01247 848628.

Public Spirit
It is really nice to report on the excellent work
done by John Smith. John is an 80 year old resident who has spent the whole day 22nd April
cleaning out the gullies alongside the curb stones
on High Street and The Green out of the goodness
of his heart . He was not asked to do this nor was
he paid. He started work at 6am and was still
working away at gone 5pm. What a great public
spirited gentleman—Beckingham is so very lucky
to have this man in our community.

New focus for the Old Willow Works
The Old Willow Works is a unique building, situated on Old Trent Road in Beckingham. It is where local people learned and
maintained the traditional crafts of willow farming and working. It is of substantial local and national historical significance as
well as being of great importance to the local community in Beckingham. The site has been owned and managed by an environmental charity, Groundwork Creswell Ashfield and Mansfield since 2012, having been restored at a cost of around
£550,000 from a semi-derelict state and using a range of funding supplied as part of the Trent Vale Landscape Partnership
programme.
The charity has invested substantially in The Old Willow Works since 2012 with improvements to the grounds at a cost of over
£150,000, the introduction of a commercial kitchen at a cost of over £40,000 and with the building of a commercial quality
bar at a cost of around £10,000. These improvements will hopefully now allow the site to attract an increased level of income
from conferences, events and weddings etc. The need to attract an increased level of income to the site is crucial for its sustainability as the building is currently losing around £15,000 - £20,000 per year and this situation cannot go on indefinitely.
The name Groundwork Creswell, Ashfield and Mansfield (GCAM) will shortly cease to exist. The charity is to continue but its
name and the focus for its activities will be changing to be much more tightly focussed around The Old Willow Works site. This
is due to declining income to the charity over many years, linked to the government austerity programme and also changes to
local authority tendering regimes.
Frequent attempts to secure recovery grant funding over the COVID-19 period have been unsuccessful. The charity now has
no income streams and it is only a going concern because of its assets - The Old Willow Works site and its wholly-owned trading arm Crestra Ltd, that undertakes a range of construction activities. Difficult trading conditions mean that Crestra at some
point may become unable to fully fund the cost base of the charity and the maintenance of The Old Willow Works.
Rather than disband the charity, or sell its assets to survive, the Groundwork Board decided to rebrand the charity as The Old
Willow Works Trust and to relaunch it as a natural / industrial heritage and environmental charity. This is regarded as being a
positive change for The Old Willow Works as the charity previously had a much more limited interest in the built heritage.
A new business plan has been adopted by the charity that identifies income generating opportunities for The Old Willow
Works – especially as an ‘industrial-chic’, ‘eco-wedding’ and conference venue and as a heritage and environmental visitor
and training centre. By pursing this new twin track strategy of pursuing a high added value commercial approach whilst still
undertaking a community focused programme of works, it is anticipated that Crestra Ltd will no longer need to be the sole
source of funding and this will provide a much more sustainable future for the site.
Bids are currently being made to the National Lotteries Heritage Fund and if successful a programme of heritage based activities would be managed from the site for up to 2 years, with the intent of this leading to the development of a sustainable heritage centre that would be a valuable local resource and would also make for an interesting visit.
The charity is now developing a new website to promote the site – especially for weddings and wedding receptions that offer
the prospects of a good income stream, but importantly this use would only be infrequent and it would therefore also allow
the site to have capacity to support a range of other – more community focussed activities.
Bookings for wedding receptions of up to 120 people are now being taken for 2022 and for smaller wedding receptions during
2021, where Covid restrictions are still in place. More on this developing story to follow,
For more information please contact Mary Simpson at: mary.simpson@crestra.org.uk

Digital Newsletter—The newsletter is delivered either by hand or digitally to over 600 properties in the Beckingham and Saundby villages. With over 135 residents electing to go digital this has reduced the cost of producing
this newsletter significantly over the months. When the PC discussed the production of a newsletter we agreed to
have a trial run of 6 months and set a limit of £70 per month based on a 2 page newsletter. Overall there has been
a positive feedback and at the end of the trial period we hope to secure funding to continue. The newsletter has
increased to 4 pages as we come out of lockdown with new articles being passed to the editor for inclusion each
month however we have still been able to keep costs below budget. We do not allow advertising as this would be
in direct competition to the Church Newsletter that derives much income from advertising revenue. To date the
cost per month averages out at around £55.10 and that includes all preparation and printing. Delivery has been
made using Parish Council members and 2 residents in the village to which we are extremely grateful. We realise
that some residents may think this is still too costly and we are trying very hard to reduce this cost further. You
can help keep costs down by electing to accept a digital copy. Email your request to newsletter@vennwood.co.uk
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