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Present:  Cllrs. K Senior (Chair), K Riggott, J Sanger, S Whitehead, K Vicente, M Dickinson, A Hayward 
(Clerk), 3 Representatives from Globe Consultants and 1 member of the public  
 
01.09.16 Chairman’s remarks 

Cllr. Senior welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Public Forum:  see notes at the end of the meeting   
 
02.09.16 Apologies for absence and reasons given   
 No apologies given 
 
03.09.16 Guest Speaker, James Rigby, Associate of Globe Consultants Ltd.  Talk on the proposed 

development at Pear Tree Farm, Gringley Road.  
 
 An overview of the proposal was given the main points are as follows: 

 This is a proposed new leisure and tourism development at Pear Tree Farm to include café, 
ice cream parlour, craft units, toilets, conversion of existing Dutch bar to use as a farm shop, 
new buildings for educational use, reception building, stable block and manage, holiday, 
change of use site for touring caravans, outdoor animal enclosures and adventure place 
space 

 It is proposed to use the western most access.  They appreciate that this will need to be 
improved and have taken pre-application advice from NCC and Bassetlaw District Council. 

 The planning application has now been submitted to Bassetlaw Planning and they are hopeful 
for a decision by the end of the year. 
 

The Chairman thanked the presenters for their time.  The general consensus was that the proposal was good and 
should have a positive impact on the area. 
 
The speakers left the meeting. 
       
04.09.16 Notes of meeting of the Council  

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 August 2016 were discussed, proposed, seconded voted and 
resolved as a correct record (one minor correction).   
 

05.09.16 To receive any declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the Localism 
Act 2011, and to consider any applications for dispensations in relation to disclosable 
pecuniary interests. 

  Cllrs. Senior and Sanger regarding the annual donation to the Village Hall Committee.   
 
06.09.16 District and County Councillors’ Reports 

County Councillor 
Due to NCC commitments, Cllr. Yates was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following report: 

 
As I have been involved with the petition requesting a referendum before BDC joins the Sheffield 
City Region as a full constituent member, I particularly wanted to let your council know that the 
petition raised by the Retford Action Group for Equality (rag4e) exceeded expectations, with over 
4500 signatures. The document was handed to me for sending to Government and it has been 
presented to Andrew Percy MP, the Minister in the Department of Communities and Local 
Government who is responsible for devolution. A delegation of County Councillor John Ogle, County 
Councillor Reg Adair, Anthony May the Chief Executive of NCC, Robert Jenrick MP, Anna Soubry MP 
and Mark Spencer MP all attended the meeting with Mr Percy, putting the case for halting the BDC 
application, to explore other options, such as revisiting the Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire Combined 
Authority proposal or, possible Unitary Authorities which is the ‘one council’ model that would reduce 
the layers of governance instead of creating more. A high number of signatories came from the 
villages in the north east of the district, also from Worksop, and its surrounding villages, showing it is 
a district wide concern to residents, some of whom still didn’t know about the proposals.  
 
This year the County Council changed the criteria used by schools for admissions. No longer does 
the criteria for admitting children who live out of catchment, with siblings at a school, take precedence 
over children with no siblings at the school, and who do live in the catchment for the school. This has 
caused concern to those parents who are affected but I expect that parents living in catchment will be 
pleased. If there are sufficient places available, parents can still exercise their right to express a 
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preference for a school that is not in catchment but it will no longer guarantee future admission to their 
siblings. I would be interested to hear your thoughts on this. 
 
Waste Recycling Centres, the registration scheme has now been implemented, with one or two 
‘tweaks’ after the outcry some time ago. My understanding is that the request for a D.O.B was no 
longer required, there are no credit checks – just address checks, you can take items for elderly or 
infirm relatives and neighbours, the checks are random ones to prevent queuing and the hand held 
device just checks the vehicle number plate for registration. I’ve discussed this while at PC’s this 
week and feedback was good – so far. If you hear anything to the contrary do let me know. 
 
The IGas application to explore for Shale Gas at Misson Springs is due to go before the Planning 
Committee at County Hall on the 5

th
 October with a start time of 1030am. It will most likely take the 

entire day with just this one item. Members of the public can attend, it will be held in the Council 
Chamber as many people are expected. There will be several speakers and presentations and I will 
also speak, as the local county councillor. 

 
District Councillor 

  Cllr. Sanger gave the following report: 
 

The Rural Conference is on Thursday 22 September at Retford Town Hall from 2.00-4.00pm.  The 
main item on the agenda is a presentation re. the first draft of the Local Plan.  We shall have first sight 
of it and have an input into it before it is published on 17 October.  It will be a unique opportunity to 
help to influence the document before it is finalised.  It contains some different ways of thinking about 
rural development so it would be great to have a good representation from our village. 
 
There will also be an update on the SCR Devolution project. 
 
The recent Cabinet meeting agreed to go out to consultation on a policy to stop fly posting.  To a large 
extent Charities and Community Groups will be exempt.  Parishes should have the ability to remove 
unwanted posters, having checked with Planning that permission has not been granted. 
 
Cabinet are considering an Intervention Strategy for both Retford and Worksop to improve the 
environment of both, looking at such places as the stations, signage to places around the towns, ways 
to attract visitors to both places, etc.   
 
Both documents are the Bassetlaw website and are very interesting. 

   
 
07.09.16 Reports from Committees and other outside agencies 

 
1. Willow Works Community Group/Trent Vale Sub Group 

The Willow Works now has 3 new tenants in the building.  The building is being promoted for hire.  
There are lots of plans to utilise the grant money from the Tesco bags scheme, including 
information boards, a rainwater system and outdoor sink and boot wash. 

2. History Group 
The annual open day was shortened to half a day due to the rain.  It was not well attended but 
enjoyed by all.  The next meeting is set for 29

th
 September which includes a talk on Jack the 

Ripper.  There is a small charge of £3.00 per person, all welcome. 
3. Bowls Club 

Nothing to report 
4. Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group 

A representative from the Elkesley Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group recently met with the 
group.  He was very positive about Neighbourhood Plans and Elkesley’s plan has already been 
instrumental in influencing a planning decision in their parish.  The band night held on 9

th
 

September was reasonably successful with around 60 people in attendance.  Around 42 
questionnaires were completed giving further useful feedback.  Unfortunately, it has become 
apparent that the funding from the Big Lottery, Awards For All grant is no longer available which 
will mean that funding will need to be sought from other sources or a scaled down version is 
produced.  All this is yet to be discussed and agreed. 

5. Beckingham Village Hall 
The Committee is now down to 4 or 5 people and is desperate for a new Secretary.  An appeal 
has gone out to the village and a public meeting has been planned. 

6. Spinney/The Green/Rec. Room 
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It was commented that there was now a build-up of reading books in the shed.  It was agreed to 
arrange to donate some to charity. 
 

7. CLG/NEBF/Parish Forum 
Meeting dates as follows: 
Rural Conference:  22/09/16 
NEBF:  11 October at the Willow Works, 7.00pm start.  VIA (NCC Highways Services) have been 
invited  

 
 
08.09.16  Matters for Consideration 
 
  Autumn Newsletter 

 Ideas for the content of the autumn newsletter were discussed and agreed.   Clerk to draft up the 
newsletter for comment. 

 
  New Parish Councillors 

 With only 6 Parish Council members it was felt that it was important to try to recruit new members as 
soon as possible.  It was agreed to make it the lead article in the newsletter.   

   
  Post Office Update 

 The draft Post Office lease is now with the new Lessee’s Solicitor.  It is understood that they are to 
take over the shop and Post Office at the end of September.  

 
  Dog Fouling 

 There have been further incidences of dog fouling along the Old Trent Road.  A request has been 
made for an additional dog litter bin in this area.  Cllr. Sanger informed the meeting that incidences 
can be reported to BDC by phoning 01909 533219.  They will then contact the offenders.  Cllr. Sanger 
will also enquire about a new bin.  It was agreed to put this information in the newsletter.  

 
  Welcome Packs 

 Cllr. Sanger suggested that the Parish Council develop a ‘Welcome Pack’ to distribute to new 
residents to the villages.  The pack would include useful information, contacts numbers and details 
about looking community groups and facilities as well as a brief history of the parish.  It was agreed to 
progress this.  The Clerk is to start to put together the information. 

    
  

09.09.16  Faults and Repairs 

 One of the strip lights in the rec. room required replacing.  Clerk to contact the Electrician. 

 The bench outside of Bell’s Court required painting again.  Clerk to instruct the Handyman to 
carry out the work. 

 Cllr. reported that she had sought a professional opinion in relation to pruning the oak tree on The 
Green and had been advised that it should be pruned every three years but did not need doing for 
a few years. 

 The Christmas tree was looking a little dry and needed more water. 
   
10.09.16 Financial Matters 
   

The following payments were proposed, seconded and agreed: 
   
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheque 
Number Payee Description £ 

2324-8 Staff Salaries Salary/Exps    982.46  

2329 Helping Hand Grass Cutting (6 of 7)Bunker  595.82  

2330 Anglian Water Water Rates  27.22  

2331 Grant Thornton Fees - Annual Return  240.00  

   

 
1,845.50  
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A financial report was presented by the Clerk, summarised as follows 
   

Current Account: 
  Income for the period 01/04/15 to 12/09/16:  £23,395.55* 
  Outgoings for the period 01/04/15 to 12/09/16:  £15,470.13 
 
  Current A/c Balance as at 12 September 2016   £21,113.88 
  Savings A/c Balance as at 12 September2016   £30,555.95 
 

*Includes £9,000 Neighbourhood Planning Locality Grant   
  
  Conclusion of External Audit 

The Annual Return has been signed off by the External Auditors, Grant Thornton.  No issues or 
concerns had been raised.  The schedules will be posted on the website.  Cllr. Sanger asked that a 
Clerk be thanked for the worked put into producing the accounts for the Auditors. 
 
Donation to Beckingham Village Hall 
It was resolved to raise a cheque for £2,500 for the village hall.  The donation was agreed when 
setting the 2016/17 Precept. 
  

11.09.16 Planning matters  
 
New Planning Applications 

.  None 
 

Planning Decisions by Bassetlaw District Council 
16/00917/FUL – Demolish Outbuildings and the Erection of a Detached Dormer Bungalow and 
Garage 
Location:  Plot 1 Land Rear of Fair View - GRANT 
 
16/00924/FUL – Demolish Existing Bungalow.  Erect Four Two Storey Detached Dwellings and 
Construct New Access 
Location:  Willow Croft, The Green - GRANT 
 
16/00953/FUL – Erect Agricultural Building/Cattle Shed 
Location:  Land to the North and East of Saundby Park Hall - GRANT 
 
16/00642/HSE – 46 The Paddocks 
Proposal:  Erect single storey side extension and porch - GRANT 

 
 
12.09.16 Correspondence  
 

 BDC – Bassetlaw Rural Conference – 22
nd

 September (BDC are encouraging as many members as 
possible to go as they are to discuss the Local Plan process) 
CPRE – Membership - £36.00 pa – agreed to continue the subscription 
LCR Magazine - tabled 
NALC – Notice of AGM on 16 November and nomination papers (Cllr. Senior to attend) 
BDC, Janette Walker – Expansion of Refuse Service.  She has confirmed attendance at Oct meeting 
to explain the scheme. 

 Letter T Wilson – Resignation (discussed in closed session) 
 

 
13.09.16 Councillors reports and items for inclusion on the next agenda: Councillors are requested to use this 

opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise 
items for future agendas.  Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity 
for debate or decision-making. 

 Cllr. Sanger requested that a thank you letter be sent to the Resident who volunteered to pay for 
the pruning of the ash tree on the Spinney.  Clerk to draft up a letter and send to the Resident. 

 Agenda item for next meeting – The Annual Christmas Carol Service on the Green 
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14.09.16 The next meeting of the Parish Council was confirmed and agreed as Monday 10 October 2016 at 

7.30 pm. 
 
 
  Closed Session 
  The contents of Mr Wilson’s resignation were discussed and it was agreed that a letter from the 

Chairman be sent to him responding to the points raised in the letter, as well as conveying the Parish 
Council’s thanks for his time spent with the Parish Council. 

   
The meeting closed at 9.20 pm 
 
 
 
 Public Questions/Statements 
 There was one comment from a member of public stating that the band night organised by the Neighbourhood 

Planning Steering Group had been an enjoyable night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………. Dated …………………………………………. 


