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Meeting of Beckingham-Cum-Saundby Parish Council 
Minutes of Beckingham-Cum-Saundby Parish Council held on the 13th Jan 2021 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations 
enacted under the Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 7pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr Emma Day  Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Karl Phillips   Cllr Emma Day       
    Cllr Debbie Morris Cllr Peter Mitchell 
    Cllr Lee Gooding  
    Cllr Tony Hailstone  
    Current Vacancies Saundby: 1, Beckingham: 2,  
Also, Virtually Present  County Cllr Tracey Taylor  
    Clerk/RFO  Ed Knox 
Via Remote Attendance  3 Members of the Public  
 

 
1.21 To Elect a Chairman of the Council 

Cllr Wright resigned from the Parish Council on 3rd January 2021. After discussion, Cllr Day Proposed, Cllr Mitchell 
Seconded and the Council resolved that Cllr Day be Chairman. Cllr Day signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  

 
2.21 To Approve Apologies for Absence 

The Council resolved to accept the apologies of Cllr Watson due to work reasons. Cllr Riggott attempted to log into the 
meeting, but unfortunately due to connection issues could not be present. 

 
3.23 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 

None. 
 

4.21 To Approve the previous meeting Minutes 
After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous three 
meetings as a true and accurate record.  
 

5.21 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 Dist Cllr Sangar: Sent apologies and circulated the following by email prior to the meeting:  

A new team of specialist paramedics have been in post since October and they are helping patients to avoid 
unnecessary trips to hospital.  They are named specialist practitioners and there are 26 in place now with plans to 
expand this to 66 in the coming months.  They were recruited after completing a rigorous selection process and 
undergoing advanced clinical training.  By working together with EMAS (East Midlands Ambulance Service) and the 
wider health system they will help reduce the number of patients taken to hospital thus freeing up emergency crews to 
deal with those who are seriously ill and really need to be taken to hospital.  In the first few months they have attended 
1000 patients, of which less than 35% were taken to hospital.  Their advanced clinical skills mean patients are referred 
to the appropriate service to receive the care they really need.  Sounds excellent. 
Retford Station has been listed by Historic England to a Grade II listed building which is great. Some interesting finds 
have been revealed i.e., beautiful tiles found when plaster boards removed. 

 County Cllr Taylor: Gave an overview of the Covid situation of the NHS roll out of the vaccine. Progress is being made 
and the vaccines are being carried out in order of priority, please only respond to official NHS letters, be aware of any 
potential scams. Transport is available for vulnerable people who need help to access the vaccine. 

 
➢        Adjournment – 15 Minute Public Forum 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak. A member of the public expressed their 
views regards the Council’s decision in December not to proceed with the £30,000 purchase of the Diocese land 
adjacent the cemetery. The Chairman advised that the matter had been looked into and because the Council had made 
a decision, the matter could not be debated again until 6 months had passed. Cllr Mitchell advised he would look into 
the facts/figures around the frequencies of burials and the spaces remaining and issue a public statement onto the 
Parish Council website. The Chairman reconvened the meeting.  
 

6.21 To Discuss co-ordinating a community partnership bid for financial help with improving Broadband 

Bassetlaw Nottinghamshire County Council have invested £750,000 in order to help deliver high-speed broadband to 
the most rural parts of the county. The £750,000 investment is to support the government’s ‘Gigabit Broadband 
Voucher Scheme’ which delivers subsidy to rural homes and businesses without access to high-speed broadband to 
help deploy a full-fibre network. Under the scheme residential premises are eligible for up to £1,500 and small and 
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medium sized businesses are eligible for up to £3,500 through a registered supplier when part of a group scheme. The 
Notts top-up doubles the value of the voucher, meaning rural residential premises are eligible for up to £3,000, and 
small and medium sized rural business are eligible for up to £7,000, to help deliver digital connectivity to the hardest-
to-reach areas of the county. 
Rural premises with broadband speeds of less than 100Mbps can apply for vouchers worth up to £3,500 for each small 
and medium size business (SMEs), and up to £1,500 per residential premises to support the costs of a new gigabit-
capable broadband connection when they apply as part of a group project (defined as two or more properties). In 
Nottinghamshire, the maximum voucher values available are doubled as a result of the additional funding being 
provided by Nottinghamshire County Council. 
To be eligible, the home or business benefiting from the voucher must: 
• be located in an area defined as rural by Defra. 
• apply as part of a group scheme. (Group projects are where two or more residents and/or SMEs get together 

to combine their vouchers towards the shared costs of installation). Single connections are not eligible for this 
scheme. 

• not be able to get a broadband download speed of 100 mbps or more from any provider and be outside the 
scope of any publicly funded upgrade plans. For example, the Nottinghamshire BDUK Broadband Project. 
To be eligible for the additional Nottinghamshire top-up voucher funding, the following additional criteria 
applies: 

• the property must reside in the Notts County Council area 
• the property must be a permanent residential dwelling, which is eligible to pay council tax. 
Cllr Day welcomed the Notts County Council Broadband Engagement Officer (NCCBEO) and inviting them to speak on 
the matter. The NCCBEO explained that across the Beckingham, Saundby, Bole and West Burton Parishes, there are 20 
premises without access to at least 30Mbps broadband – the worst of the worst in the area. Due to the rural location of 
the area, and the fact that only no full-fibre structure exists, the vast majority of premises across Beckingham, Saundby, 
Bole and West Burton Parishes are eligible – criteria for eligibility is rural location according to DEFRA, part of a group 
scheme, and cannot access a broadband service of 100Mbps or below (Openreach FTTP and Virgin Media etc).  
There are 691 properties on the Saundby Exchange which would benefit from a full-fibre network, due to connection 
issues on the line, a poor section of copper line causing reliability issues. Openreach can provide this upgrade for an 
Initial Estimate of £669,185, Cost Per Premise – £968.43 which is within the funded voucher scheme limit. 
General FAQ’s from the NCCBEO: 
• Properties will only qualify if they agree to be on broadband package, or already have broadband 
• The Parish Council can submit all properties in the parish to see what is possible 
• Most fibre supplies under the scheme are overhead rather than underground 
• The NCCBEO is encouraging and working with as many parishes in the County to see if they have enough 

properties eligible for the scheme 
• The £968.43 price per property may increase the fewer the people who sign up their properties for the 

upgrade. However, the NCCBEO explained that the as the Central Govt funds up to £1500 per property and 
Notts County Council will match this, the price would have to drastically alter before it would cost anyone 
anything. 

• Stage Two is to then approach everyone who can benefit, with the NCCBEO’s help to encourage participation. 
After Discussion, the Council unanimously agreed to support the process, as soon as the Clerk is made aware of the 
Openreach ‘Community Pledge’ website details, the NCCBEO will share promotional material with the parish council so 
that leaflet drops, newsletter articles, website and social media posts can spread awareness of the sign-up process for 
local residents and businesses. 
The NCCBEO advised that If any residents have further questions, they can also contact the Notts County Council 
Broadband Engagement Officer and his Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire team using 
enquiries.broadband@nottscc.gov.uk or by phoning 0115 977 2532. 

 
6.21 To Discuss planting of 2 Oak Tree saplings on Parish Council land as part of the Mayflower 400 Oaks Project 

Bassetlaw Council is coordinating the project, together with the Sherwood Forest Trust aiming at increasing tree 
planting in the District and as a commemoration of the sailing of the Mayflower in 1620, and of the part played by the 
Pilgrims that came from North Nottinghamshire to found the Colonies, which became the USA. The District Council 
wrote to the Parish Council in November 2019 asking if it was interested, the trees need to be on land owned by the 
Parish Council. The Sherwood Forest Trust have 2 saplings on order. The Clerk has been in contact with the CEO of the 
Trust who is coordinating the project, and explained the location of all Parish Council Land. The CEO advised that they 
felt Beckingham Wharf, the Green/Spinney or the land owned on the Vicarage Lane verge would be the most suitable 
locations. The 2 paddocks on Old Trent Road were discussed, but both the CEO and the new tenant of the paddocks 
agreed that the saplings would be eaten by horses as soon as they grew above their protective cases and would not be 
publicly accessible. Secure pony resistant protection is not provided as part of the project. 

mailto:enquiries.broadband@nottscc.gov.uk
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If they were planted beside the footpath at the Wharf, on Vicarage Lane or the Green/Spinney then they can be seen by 
the public and a plaque or a bench with a plaque could potentially be provided with a sign commemorating the planting 
of the trees and the 400 years of the Mayflower. 
Cllr Morris suggested Beckingham Wharf as an excellent location because of the connection with the river and the 
Mayflower, that it would give a place for walkers to sit looking at the Trent beside the public footpath and make a 
feature of the Mayflower Oaks if they were planted either side of the Bench. 
After discussion, Cllr Morris Proposed, Cllr Day Seconded and the Council resolved that 2 Mayflower Oak Saplings be 
planted at Beckingham Wharf, on the Parish Council owned land, the land side of the public footpath. That a bench of 
the style agreed for Crabb Tree Lane be installed in between the oaks with a commemorative plaque advising the 400th 
Anniversary of the Mayflower. After further discussion, Cllr Mitchell suggested that perhaps the replacement Crabtree 
Bench be postponed as it was felt that the Wharf would be of more benefit to walkers than Crabtree lane. A decision 
could not be made now about Crabtree Lane, due to the 6 months resolution rule however, it will be added to the June 
Agenda to revisit the Crabtree Lane Bench decision.  

 
7.21 To Decide if there is to be a Parish Council ran/funded newsletter, its format and content and to set out provisions for 

printing 
Cllr Mitchell has obtained 6 quotes for printing, the cheapest being £70 per 550 copies. After discussion, Cllr Day 
Proposed, Cllr Mitchell Seconded and the Council resolved that the 1) newsletter be free to all residents, its content to 
contain non-political, non-personal information and it is not to be full of purely advertisements. 2) It is to initially run 
for a 6-month trial period. 3) Cllr Mitchell is the editor with information from the Council. 4) Cllrs Mitchell, Day and 
Morris to be the Beckingham distributers and Cllr Phillips to be the Saundby distributer. 5) As it is expected the number 
of properties to increase by approx. 55 over the coming year, the cheapest printing company quote be accepted but 
enough copies for all homes and businesses in the parishes as the properties increase. 6) residents can email the editor 
of the Newsletter at newsletter@vennwood.co.uk and choose to opt into paperless PDF copies if they wish. 

 
8.21 Finance: 

Monthly Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure 

After discussion of the Financial Information circulated by email before the meeting, the council unanimously resolved 
to accept them as a true and accurate record. 
 
1. To Approve Payments:  

The Council approved the following: - 
Payee   Item        Amount 
Rock Salt Online  40 x 25kg White Rock Salt      £169.09 
Village Warden  Shop Sink Parts       £29.32 
Sharpe IT Group Ltd  Email Subscription      £136.80 
Toparia Summits Ltd  Cemetery Hedge Reduction & Cut     £834.00 
Toparia Summits Ltd  Tree Surgery Green/Spinney     £516.00 
Rec Room Caretaker  Covid PPE       £4.18 
Turtle Window Cleaning Rec Room Window Cleaning Oct, Nov & Jan    £19.50 
Clerk   Mileage 3 Trips to NatWest & 1 to Jones & Co Solicitors  £5.40 
Total Payments          £1,708.89 

 
2. Receipts: 

From   Item        Amount 
Village Shop   Bond Deposit       £500.00 
GD Hall Funerals Ltd  Interment Plot 227 & Reservation Plot 228    £750.00 
Bassetlaw District Council Rec Room Corona Virus Business Support Grant   £667.00 
HMRC   Furlough Reclaim Partial Wages Rec Room Caretaker Nov  £102.34 
Member of Public  Horse Paddocks 1 & 2 Rent 1.1.21-31.03.21    £187.50 
MCC Business Services Ltd Rec Room Hire Post Office Outreach Service 4.11.20-23.12.20  £120.00 
Western Power Distribution Wayleave Payment – Underground Cable on Vicarage Lane 2014/20 £8.13 
NatWest   Bank Interest @ Account Closure     £11.76 
NatWest   Complaint Compensation      £200.00  
Total Receipts          £2,546.73 
Direct Debits and Standing Orders for staff and agency worker salaries including PAYE and Pension, all approved 
unanimously. £500 Bond Deposit to be held in Deposit account until the end of the tenancy. 

 
3. Approve adding the Chairman of the Council onto the Bank Mandate 

mailto:newsletter@vennwood.co.uk
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After discussion, Cllr Day Proposed, Cllr Mitchell Seconded and the Council resolved that 1) Cllr Day replace George 
Wright as a signatory on the bank mandate at Unity Bank with immediate effect. 2) The TSB bank account to be closed 
with immediate effect, the funds have already been transferred to the Unity Bank. 

 
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 item 8.21 the council Resolved to close the item 
to members of the public due so that the Council can discuss contracts/ personal business affairs of the individual 
(which may include, but not limited, to contracts of employment, salaries, HR Policies, terms of service, engagement, 
conduct and dismissal of employees, appointment of employees, financial or personal business affairs of the individual) 
minutes of the decisions made under this item will be open to the public. 

 
9.21 To Discuss rental agreements of the Spinney/Green land let out to three local residents 

Two members of the public have advised the Parish Council that sections of the Green are rented to three residents of 
properties on The Green and asked the Council to check that the rents have been paid. After thoroughly checking the 
records the Clerk confirmed that there were three agreements: 
PROPERTY A: A 1-metre-wide area for gardening purposes, for the length of the property measured from the edge of 
the concrete path already evident at the Rear of the property, the agreement made on 11th December 2006, rent to be 
payable on the 1st of January annually in advance 
PROPERTY B: Towards the rear of the Recreation Room, approx. 10 feet from the cottage porch to the east and 20 feet 
in length north to south and lining up with existing boundaries. The boundary agreed will not encroach or interfere with 
the electricity substation. for gardening purposes only, with agreement for erection of a wooden structure garden shed 
is approved subject to an agreeable height but not for a permanent brick-built structure. Pedestrian access only will be 
allowed via the existing hand gate. The agreement made on 17th March 2008, rent to be payable on the 1st of January 
annually in advance. 
PROPERTY C: a section of land for gardening purposes only, the agreement made on 13th Oct 2003, rent to be payable 
on the 1st of November annually in advance. 
All three rents were set at £1 per year when they were initially agreed and invoices were sent out and payments 
collected regularly until 2016 when the last invoice, collecting rents for 2014, 15 & 16 in 2016 as raised, no further 
invoices were made, and all three rents are now 4 years overdue. To administer these rents costs more than the rents 
themselves, the most efficient way would be to bill for 12 years in one go so that it does not cost more than to 
administer.  
After further discussion, Cllr Day Proposed, Cllr Morris Seconded and the Council resolved that the Clerk writes to the 
three residents to apologise on behalf of the parish council, for not invoicing each peppercorn rent since 2016 and that 
with regret, the maps and fully signed copies of the original agreements had been lost at some point since they were 
made. The Council needs help from each tenant to establish correctly drawn maps of the leased land and update the 
records. The Clerk will suggest a payment of £16 per property to put them in credit to 2033, should the residents 
move/change before that date the Council will be happy to refund the appropriate payment. Action, Clerk. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
9:05pm.  There is no meeting February or August. 

  
 


