
 
Signed     Date    

  

1 

Meeting of Beckingham-Cum-Saundby Parish Council 
Minutes of Beckingham-Cum-Saundby Parish Council held on the 16th Dec 2020 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations 
enacted under the Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 7pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr George Wright Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Ken Riggott  Vice-Chair 
    Cllr Karl Phillips   Cllr Emma Day       
    Cllr Debbie Morris Cllr Peter Mitchell 
    Cllr Emma Watson 
From item 66.20   Cllr Lee Gooding  Cllr Tony Hailstone  
    Current Vacancies Saundby: 1, Beckingham: 1,  
Also, Virtually Present  County Cllr Tracey Taylor Dist Cllr Joan Sanger 
    Clerk/RFO  Ed Knox 
Via Remote Attendance  2 Members of the Public  
 

 
54.20 To Approve Apologies for Absence 

None. 
 
55.20 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 

Cllr Day declared a pecuniary interest in item 61.20 and took no part in the debate of that item. 
 
56.20 To Approve the previous meeting Minutes 

After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous three 
meetings as a true and accurate record.  
 

57.20 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 Dist Cllr Sangar: Advised that Census day 2021 is planned for 21st March, parish councils will be encouraged to raise 

awareness and supplied with posters to display. Bassetlaw Local Plan is open for consultation and all those wishing to 
comment have until the end of January 2021 to do so by the website, email, post or phone. Bassetlaw is encouraging 
the parishes to nominate someone to be a Flood Warden, Cllr Sanger stressed the importance of this due to the 
problems in the area with the Ravenscroft dyke. Cllr Sanger encouraged the Parish Council to consider sending a Cllr to 
represent Beckingham and Saundby at the North East Parish forum meetings which happen on a quarterly basis. 

 County Cllr Taylor: Gave an overview of the North East Parish Forum to explain it was there to help parish councils 
work together on key issues. The COVID-19 vaccination programme is underway by Notts Healthcare NHS Trust, who 
will reach out in the first stages to the over 80’s and clinically vulnerable. The County Council waste recycling contract is 
15 years into a 26-year contract which is proving difficult to alter or get out of, the existing contract makes no provision 
for kerbside glass collection, Central Govt is putting pressure on local authorities to implement enhanced levels of 
recycling and a review is underway at County level.  

 The County Council is investing in an electric vehicle charging facility at the Bilsthorpe Depot for the Notts CC/Via Ltd 
fleet of vehicles that uses a renewable energy storage facility. 

 
➢        Adjournment – 15 Minute Public Forum 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak. No comments raised from members of 
the public. The Chairman reconvened the meeting.  
 

58.20 To Receive Planning Applications and submit a response to Bassetlaw District Council in line with Material Considerations: 
1. Land North East of Dunelm Church Street Beckingham - Reserved Matters Application for the Appearance, Landscaping, 

Layout and Scale for 18 Dwellings - Following the Granting of Outline Application 15/01304/OUT - Outline Plan: The 
Parish Council made no comment. 

2. Land to The Rear Of 1 To 29 Vicarage Lane Beckingham - Variation of Condition 2,3,10 and Removal of Condition 4 of 
P.A 16/00877/FUL - Residential Development for Thirty-Three Dwellings, Garages, Landscaping, Construction of New 
Access and Associated Works – Planning Reference 20/01453/VOC: The Parish Council made no comment. 

 
59.20 To Receive a Tender(s) for Old Trent Road Fields and approve letting of fields  

After discussion, Cllr Wright Proposed, Cllr Day Seconded and the Council resolved to let the fields to a local resident 
for £750 per year, initially on a 1-year lease, with the option to renew. The Council shall continue to maintain the 
hedges with an annual hedge cut in September. The prospective tenant asked if they or the Council should replace an 
approximate 3m gap in the hedge new fencing posts. After further Discussion, Cllr Wright Proposed, Cllr Day Seconded 
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and the Council resolved that the tenant shall arrange for the replacement at their own cost, and the Clerk to issue the 
lease for signing to the tenant. Action, Clerk 

 
60.20 To Discuss Grass Cutting of ‘The Rotunda’  

After discussion, Cllr Wright Proposed, Cllr Morris Seconded and the Council Resolved to cease cutting the grass with 
effect from 1st April 2021 because the land does not belong to the Parish Council, the Clerk shall write a suitable letter to 
each of the residents of the Rotunda informing them. Cllr Morris agreed to deliver the letters. Action, Clerk & Cllr Morris. 
 

61.20 To Discuss the Purchase of Village Shop Sign and approve the colour grey for the shop external redecoration 
After discussion of the quote and design for the village store signage, Cllr Wright Proposed, Cllr Morris Seconded and the 
Council Resolved to approve the colour grey for the external redecoration, approve the purchase of the main shop sign, 
including installation and the supply of 1 free standing sign, on the proviso that these are the property of the Parish 
Council. Action, Clerk to contact the shop tenant to ask them to proceed with the order with Elite Signs Ltd. 
 

62.20 To Discuss replacement of Crabtree Lane Junction bench 
After discussion, Cllr Wright Proposed, Cllr Day Seconded and the Council Resolved to order a replacement Lowther 
Style bench from Glasdon Ltd for £600 inc VAT, which comes with zero maintenance and a 25-year guarantee. The 
bench will be mentioned in the next newsletter to see if there are any local residents who wish to donate towards the 
bench in memory of a loved one, the Clerk will also see if there is any potential grant funding available. Action, Clerk to 
arrange. 
  

63.20 To Receive an Update from Diocese of Southwell regards sale of land and make a Decision regards the purchase 
The Diocese has refused to reduce the asking price of £30,000 for the 1.5 acres, the Clerk advised that the Diocese 
offered the Council an option to pay for the land in instalments. The Clerk pointed out that land value will increase. The 
Clerk was asked if it is a legal requirement to provide a cemetery, after checking with the National Association of Local 
Councils, it was confirmed that nobody has a legal requirement to provide a cemetery, but local councils, do have the 
power to provide one should they chose to do so. After discussion, including that of the numbers of burials in the 
existing cemetery, frequency of burials and the remaining spaces, Cllr Wright Proposed, Cllr Mitchell Seconded and the 
Council unanimously Resolved not to proceed with the purchase of the Diocese land, the Clerk is to make enquiries to 
see if the it could be a potential viable to eventually convert the Old Trent Road fields as a potential burial ground.  
 

64.20 To Discuss replacement of the Yellow Salt Bins in the Parish at High St/Bells Court Junction, Station Road, High St/Church 
St Junction and Corner of Low St/Church St with the current standard Blue Salt Bins from Notts County Council. 
County Cllr Taylor advised the Council that the reason there are two different coloured salt bins across the County is 
because Yellow Bins were provided by the County Council at designated locations which they deem them to be necessary, 
the Blue Bins are those which Parish Councils have bought additional salt bins from the County Council. The replacement 
of Yellow Bins is the responsibility of the County Council, who maybe approached to request this and the Blue Bins are 
the responsibility of the Parish Council to replace. The County Council will provide salt for all the bins, its use is for anyone 
to access, however it is only meant to be used on the roads and pavements, not on private properties. Cllr Wright advised 
that the Village Warden has a parish hand push salt spreader to use in key locations around the parish. 
After discussion, Cllr Wright Proposed, Cllr Phillips Seconded and the Council Resolved to order a replacement blue salt 
bin from Notts County Council Via Ltd for the Corner of Low St/Church St and request that the County Council replaced 
the 3 yellow salt bins which are in a poor condition. Action, Clerk. 

 
65.20 Finance: 

Monthly Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure 

After discussion of the Financial Information circulated by email before the meeting, the council unanimously resolved 
to accept them as a true and accurate record. 
 
1. To Approve Payments:  

The Council approved the following: - 
Payee   Item        Amount 
Village Warden  Phone Box Shelving Parts      £36.35 
Chairman   B&Q Padlocks for Parish Fields     £56.00 
Rec Room Caretaker  Rec Room Cleaning Materials     £5.02 
Chairman   Postage Shop Deed Surrender     £1.91 
UK Fire & Security Ltd  Rec Room Fire Equipment Service     £178.08 
Cllr Day   Expenses Replacement Village Christmas Tree Light Sets & Timer £44.00 
Fairview Flowers  Chairman’s Allowance Payment for Shop Opening Day  £20.00 
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Jones & Co Solicitors Ltd Legal Fees for Shop Lease      £852.00 
X2Connect Ltd  Red Phonebox Parts – Phonebox Refurb    £120.00 
Misterton Security Electrical Several Electrical Call Outs and Remedial Works, Shop, Rec Room £732.00 
Village Warden  Phone Box Refurbishment Expenses    £89.83 
Total Payments          £2,135.19 

 
2. Receipts: 

From   Item        Amount 
BT Openreach  Wayleave Payment – Cemetery Telegraph Pole   £187.85 
HMRC   Furlough Reclaim Partial Wages Rec Room Caretaker Nov  £129.40 
HMRC   VAT Reclaim 01.04.2019 – 31.10.2020    £1,615.54 
Member of Public  BT Phone Box Back Board Sale     £68.00 
Madame Crepe  Rec Room/Green/Electric Hire     £20.00 
Bassetlaw District Council Rec Room Corona Virus Business Support Grant   £1,334.00 
Total Receipts          £3,354.79 
Direct Debits and Standing Orders for staff and agency worker salaries including PAYE and Pension, all approved 
unanimously. 

 
3. To Approve 2021/22 Budget & Set a Precept: 

After discussion of the budget and options Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the draft budget, 
statement, precept requirement for 2020/21 and the facts surrounding the precept to allow each member time to 
prepare for making a decision. 
Bassetlaw District Council Concurrent Grant has reduced year on year to just £58 in 2020. Explaining the reduction 

of the Concurrent Grant, Bassetlaw District Council wrote to each Parish Council to state that: “we continue to reduce 

the concurrent grant; therefore, you need to factor in these reductions, you will see that Harworth & Bircotes Parish 

Council decided some years ago to substantially increase their precept and invest in their infrastructure for their local 

people.” 

NALC and the SLCC advise that Parish Councils should not set any arbitrary, random figure for their precepts, the 
law requires parish councils to set a precept that is a ‘balancing figure’ known in legislation as the ‘council tax 
requirement’. The precept should be set to be the amount of money required to ‘balance’ the accounts after 
deducting all ‘other expected regular annual income’ in our case this is all rental income from Parish Land and 
Property: 

Other Income Income 
Amount 

Precept 
Saving 
per home 
@ Band D 

Precept 
Saving per 
home @ 
Band A 

Bassetlaw Concurrent Grant £23.00 £0.05 £0.03 

Bassetlaw Street Cleaning Grant £1,009 £2.10 £1.40 

Land Rent & Wayleaves £763.16 £1.59 £1.06 

Cemetery Grant £119.00 £0.25 £0.17 

Rec Room Income £1,100 £2.29 £1.53 

Shop Rent £2,400 £5.00 £3.33 

Total £5,364.16 £11.17 £7.52 

In addition to the usual running costs, after taking into consideration the self-generated income, a precept rise is 
required to cover the balance of regular recurring expenditure. 
After discussion of the budget options, Cllr Wright called for a vote, all members in favour, resolved to 1) approve the 
budget selection option 2, to cover basic operating costs + reducing S.137 Donations by £5000 with no Youth Club or V 
Hall Donations in 2021/22, 2) to set precept of £40,997 = to Band D at £85.37 per year (£7.11 per month). Action, the 
RFO to submit the completed Precept paperwork to Bassetlaw District Council. 
The rise this year will ensure the faulty fire door at the Rec Room is replaced. It is also worth noting that the parishes 
have a total of 587 properties, 341 are in bands A to C, out of 587, which will pay less than the Band D figure. Homes 
with only 1 adult occupant, are entitled to receive a further 25% reduction on the above figures, with additional 
reductions for residents in receipt of certain benefits. Details are found by contacting Bassetlaw Council regards Council 
Tax reduction. 
In comparison with other parishes in Bassetlaw, this is still a modest precept, for example, at Band D, last year in 
2019/20 West Stockwith electorate 265, precept was £129.81 a year, Torworth electorate 208, was £106.38, they are 
smaller than Beckingham & Saundby with an electorate of 1065. Misterton which has an electorate of 1770 was 
£129.31. 
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4. NatWest: 

The Council noted the latest update regards the NatWest accounts. The Clerk has visited the Retford Branch three 
times and made numerous phone calls with the NatWest call centre and complaints dept. NatWest confirmed that 
there were only three signatories on the mandate, with two to sign, one being a deceased former parish councillor, 
another being a former parish Cllr and the previous clerk. After being unable to make contact by phone and emails 
to the previous Clerk, Cllr Mitchell visited the former clerk to obtain a signature, who refused to help and told Cllr 
Mitchell to go and find another way to deal with it.  
To try and find another way, the current Clerk revisited the branch to explain, with a covering letter from the parish 
council, who in turn passed the matter to the NatWest complaints team. The Complaint handler has confirmed 
they will add the current Clerk to the mandate so that the letter signed by one of the former signatories and the 
current Clerk can then allow the transfer of the funds across the Council’s new account with Unity Trust Bank. The 
Clerk advised that an email of apology from NatWest has been received, confirming that they have credited the 
Council with £200 in compensation for the repeated visits and admin time. 
 

66.20 To Receive applications for the office of Parish councillor and to potentially Co-opt candidates to fill the existing 
vacancies 
After discussion, the chairman called for a vote, all 4 in favour, resolved to co-opt Lee Gooding and Tony Hailstone. The 
candidates signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms and completed the ‘registration of interests’ forms. 
Action, the Clerk to inform Bassetlaw District Council.  
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
8:45pm.   

  
 


