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Meeting of Beckingham-Cum-Saundby Parish Council 
Minutes of Beckingham-Cum-Saundby Parish Council held on the 2nd Sep 2020 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations 
enacted under the Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 7pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr George Wright Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Ken Riggott  Vice-Chair 
    Cllr Ruth Waller  Cllr Karl Phillips (from 4:20) 
    Cllr Emma Day 
    Current Vacancies Saundby: 2, Beckingham: 4, Clerk/RFO: 1 
Also, Virtually Present  Dist Cllr Joan Sanger 
    County Cllr Tracey Taylor 
Via Remote Attendance  5 Members of the Public  

 
➢        10 Minute Public Forum 

A member of the public reported bin vandalism at the village hall. The matter was passed on to Village hall committee 
members as a matter for them, not PC in this instance. Cllr Wright addressed the absence and resignation of the Clerk, 
who left suddenly today. Advice is being sought from NALC with regards to conducting meetings and support. An 
interim clerk would be looked into. Action, appointment of Clerk/Interim Clerk to be added to next agenda.   

     
9.20 To Elect a Chairman of the Council 

After discussion, the Council had already elected Cllr Wright as Chairman at the meeting of 29th August, after discussion 
unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Riggott as Vice-Chair.  

 

10.20 To Approve Apologies for Absence 
None.  

 
11.20 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 

Cllr Day declared a pecuniary interest in item 7.20 relating to the Shop Lease. 
 
12.20 To Receive applications for Co-option of new member 

After discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to Co-opt Karl Phillips. Cllr Phillips signed the declaration of 
acceptance of office, which will be countersigned by the Proper Officer once a new clerk is appointed. 
 

13.20 To Approve the previous minutes 
 After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes of 13.07.2020. The chairman signed the minutes of the 

meeting as a true and accurate record. The minutes of 29th August extra-ordinary meeting have yet to be typed. 
 

14.20 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 The Council noted Dist Cllt Sanger’s report.  
 The Council noted County Cllr Taylor’s report. Cllr Taylor offered to provide a list of potential interim Clerk’s contact 

details and offered support to the member of the public from the Youth Club. 
 

15.20 To Receive Matters for Consideration 
 Cllr Day took no part in the item due to pecuniary interest. 

• Post Office and Shop: to agree revised quote for vinyl flooring was included in the agenda by mistake, see minutes 
29th August. Flooring to be fitted 29th September 2020. 

• Post Office and Shop Tenancy Agreement: Cllr Wright has sought legal advice from Jones & Co Solicitors with 
regards to new agreement. A new agreement was suggested with updated needs and to include any changes to 
any legislation at a cost of £700 plus VAT. After discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to accept the quote 
and proceed with Jones & Co. Cllr Wright advised that he was looking to get the Heads of Terms drawn up so that 
the tenant had security to set up the shop with equipment etc, whilst the tenancy documents were drawn up. 
Cllr Riggott asked if the PO and Shop would be dual tenancy? Cllr Wright asked Cllr Day to share information 
known. A member of Post Office Operations has been contacted by the tenant. He is keen to reinstate a full service 
with tenants at the helm. The Council to liaise with PO Operations, PO Outreach provider and tenants for next 
steps. 

• To discuss and agree the contents of a summer newsletter: Deferred until later in the year once the Clerk role has 
stabilised. Cllr Day happy to share information by Facebook. 

• To consider recent complaint regarding overgrown trees and commissioning of a tree survey: A resident had 
submitted a complaint about issues with an overhanging tree on The Spinney and a wasp’s best at ground level in 
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the Spinney. Cllr Wright agreed both were a hazard and was advised by Dist Cllr Sanger to seek support from Tree 
Officer at Bassetlaw District Council, as the trees are subject to TPOs. Cllr Wright to commission an up to date tree 
health report and Cllr Riggott to look at pest control quotes. A suggestion was to look at best options pest removal, 
with most humane removal used if advisable. 

• To assess winter suppliers offered by Via East Midlands and the appointment of a Snow Warden: Job involves 
surveying grit bins in the parishes and checking stock and need for future provisions. Cllr Wright shared costing 
received from Notts CC Via Ltd. Cllr Phillips to be the Snow Warden. 

• To consider request from the Youth Club Committee for financial support: A member of the Youth Club 
Committee joined the meeting to advise of the current situation with BcS Youth Club. Dwindling committee 
members and COVID-19 has made running the club difficult but Notts CC have agreed to set aside a Support 
worker and Youth leader at a cost of £6,500 p/a. The Youth Club have £4000 saved but have a shortfall of £2,500. 
Plea to match this cost by BcSPC. After discussion, the council resolved to agree on the provision that the cost 
would only be met for one year only (Youth Club would have to fund raise in future years and this was confirmed to 
be the future plan) and it was COVID timescale dependent. Action, that funds could be given when bank 
signatories are updated.  

• To consider a donation request from the organisers of the annual Senior Citizens’ Christmas lunch: Agreed to 
support this earlier in the year by monies not given yet. Cost was given as £350. Questions raised around the event 
based on impact of COVID. After discussion, the council resolved to agree to support with some terms around 
transparency of the arrangement in light of the current COVID pandemic. 

• Communications – agree cost of leaflet: Printing leaflets with plea for new PC members and Clerk vacancy quoted 
at £40-£50. Looking to print circa 700 leaflets. Cllr Waller and a member of the public offered to deliver leaflets to 
the households. After discussion, the council resolved to proceed with the leaflet. Cllr Wright request to withdraw 
£50 payment. 

• To consider actions to ensure that the Recreation Room is COVID-19 safe: Need for risk assessments and safer 
opening. Resolved to see Village Hall committee. Cllr Waller to lead and support this. 

• Cemetery Extension: deferred until new clerk appointed and up to speed. 

• To review Parish Councillors’ roles and allocation of tasks: Deferred for the time being as COVID and Clerk’s 
vacancy make this less of a priority. Cllr Wright Proposed the Cemetery Caretaker taking on additional duties with 
the cemetery in as an interim, with work logged and the usual hourly rate of pay given. Cemetery Caretaker happy 
to do but has requested a cemetery plan to see reserved/free plots. After discussion, the council resolved to agree 
with the proposal. 
 

16.20 Planning matters: 
 New Planning Applications: 

Outline Application with All Matters Reserved to Erect Two Dwellings Land Rear of Franli Lodge Wood Lane Beckingham 
South Yorkshire Ref. No: 20/00881/OUT Proposed Replacement Domestic Garage. 
Peartree Farm Marsh Lane Saundby Retford Nottinghamshire DN22 9ES Ref. No: 20/00918/HSE 
The Council deferred making any comments until all members have opportunity to review. 
 

17.20 Faults and Repairs – An opportunity for Parish Councillors to report any items to be reported 
to the District or County Council for repair. 

 Cllr Day reported faulty paintwork on the gates on The Spinney. Agreed that Cllr speak to Clay Fabrications 
regarding follow up work. Noted the need for securing the large gate. 
Cllr Waller explained disrepair and maintenance needed on benches at Church Street, Low Street and The 
Paddocks. Cllr Wright to seek out Handyman and confirm their role since appointment in early March 
2020. 

 
18:20 Financial Matters: 

Monthly Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure 

With the absence of the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer, no financial matters were discussed except to confirm that 
the Clerk has confirmed that they will not claim a September salary and that members have been given documents for 
the bank and new signatories are now in process. 
 

19:20 Councillors reports and items for inclusion on the next agenda: 
Councillors are requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not 
included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. Councillors are respectfully 
reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making. 
IT Services – Cllr Wright has spoken to Sharp ICT Services regarding access to Clerk account. Additionally, for 
£10 p/m, a generic Chair’s account could be obtained for ease when positions may change in the 
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future. 
Madame Crepe – would like to pitch up outside the Rec Room once a fortnight/month. Agreed to 
trial on the condition that any mess or litter is her responsibility for clearing. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
9:02pm.  

  
 


