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Minutes of the Meeting of Beckingham cum Saundby Parish Council 

 

Monday 8th April 2002 at the Recreation Room, Beckingham. Present were:: Mr P 

Jackson (Vice Chairman), Mrs M Fletcher, Mr S Lobley, Mr M Rennison., Mr J Brittain, 

Mr NH Laurie (Clerk), Mr S Moden, Mr D Brown and Councillor K Bullivant. 

Members of the public: 0 
 

The Vice-Chairman, Mr PV Jackson, welcomed Mr J Brittain as a new coopted member 

of the Parish Council. 
 

Apologies for absence: Mrs K Barton, Mr H Gourley, Mr J Tomlinson, Mr S Shaw 

 

Parishioners’ Questions    None 

 

Minutes of the last meeting: Those of 11th March were approved. 

 

Matters arising 

1) It was reported that some clearance of rubbish had occurred on the old section of 

Ramper Road. The Clerk was asked to find out why the emptying of the bin at the Low 

Street bus shelter was so erratic.  

2) The Clerk was asked to press ahead with the arrangements for the lighting of the 

Millennium Memorial, having ascertained that the cost of running the lights would be 

minimal. It was also suggested that the small stones should be concreted in to prevent 

their dispersal.  

3) The Clerk reported that the Highways Services would not allow a sign to the Village 

Hall on their grass verge due to their concerns on ‘oversigning’. The Clerk was asked to 

cost out signs for the Village Hall and ‘Beware children playing’ from a local supplier. 

 4) The Clerk read a letter from the Home Office giving informatiom about Hemswell 

‘Asylum Village’. The Clerk was asked to enquire whether it was envisaged to provide 

extra policing in the area. 

5) The Clerk reported that there was no new information about accompanying Police 

patrols and on the subject of Policing in the area, a letter had been received from 

Inspector Gary France, the new Local Area Commander, with a direct phone number, 

01909 500635. A copy of the new Policing Plan was received and the schedule of 

meetings of the Police Authority. 

7) Under the DTLR Local Code of Conduct, new Declarations of Acceptance of Office 

were signed by all Councillors. 

8) The Clerk reported that the customised aluminium village signs produced by 

Ridgequest cost upwards of £750 each. It was decided not to proceed at present because 

of the uncertainty of how many would be required.  

9) Regarding the suggested enlargement of the shop/post office premises, it was decided 

to seek more information first, both in terms of grants and the minimum dimensions 

required by Spar. 
 

 

Correspondence 
 

1) It was decided to enter the Best Kept Village Competition as in previous years. Mrs 

Fletcher said that her husband would paint the large rubbish bin outside the shop. The 

Parish Council was pleased to take up his offer and expressed its gratitude.. 

2) The Clerk presented details from NALC and the Audit Commission concerning the 

new audit procedures. This would include an internal audit to precede the external 

one. The Clerk was asked to enquire the internal auditor needed to have professional 

qualifications in accountancy. 
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3) Information was received concerning the Race Relations Amendment Act. NALC 

promised to provide a standard policy to each council.  

4) A Vital Villages pack was received with an application form for grants. 

5) The latest editions of Countywise, Planning and Property Briefing and  Bassetlaw 

News were received. 

6) A flyer was received from the Royal Mint for Jubilee medals. 

7) A Retford Healthcheck Newsletter was received. 

8)  A copy of BDC’s Best Value Performance Plan was received. 

 

 

Planning Applications 

1) Sunnymede, Church Street, 2 storey extension                                No objection 

2) Trevayne, Walkeringham Road, House to replace bungalow          No objection  

 

 Planning Decisions 

1) Retain Velux roof light, Station Road                                                           Granted 

 

 

Payment of Accounts 

713 Mrs D Dalton                           £59.50 

716 British Gas                              £99.00 

718 CPRE, Best Kept Village       £10.00 

714 NH Laurie, petty cash            £75.00  

715 JH Burley, building work   £3219.50 

717 Premier Trophies                  £363.37 

719 NH Laurie, salary etc           £384.45 

 

Any Other Business 

 

1) It was decided that the May meeting, on Monday 13th, which is the AGM of the 

Parish Council, would be precede by the Annual Parish Meeting. The Clerk was asked 

to arrange for the leafleting of the parish.  

2) Concern has been expressed by parishioners about the lack of facilities for children 

and young people in the village, leading to boredom, underage drinking and 

sometimes vandalism. The Clerk was asked to write to the Headteacher and 

Governors of the school to see if freer use could be made of the school playing field 

for younger children; and to the Village Hall Committee look into the feasibility of 

providing some kind of shelter for young people to discourage their use of the bus 

shelter on Low Street. 

3) The Clerk was asked to have a number of other matters rectified. These were; an 

overhanging hedge in Gill Lane, footpaths generally around Beckingham, and the 

raised manhole covers in The Paddocks. 

4) The matter was raised of the infrequent attendance of a Council member. It was 

resolved that, as the member gave reasons for their absence, they would be written to, 

to remind them of the regulations concerning attendance and to ascertain their 

willingness to remain on the Council. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.35pm 
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