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Present:  Cllrs. B Sofflet (Chair) J Sanger, K Riggott, E Day, A Hayward (Clerk), Cty, Cllr. Taylor (part) and 
PCSO D Airey (part) 
 
Members of Public:  1 
 
01.07.19 Chairman’s remarks 

Cllr. Sofflet welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

Public Forum:  see notes at the end of the meeting  
 
02.07.19 Apologies for absence and reasons given    
 Cllr. Kilmore (illness) 
  

It was resolved to accept the apologies 
 
Absent:  Cllr. Waller 

 
03.07.19 Notes of meeting of the Council  

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 June 2019 were discussed, proposed, seconded, voted and 
resolved as a correct record.   

 
04.07.19 To receive any declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the Localism 

Act 2011, and to consider any applications for dispensations in relation to disclosable 
pecuniary interests. 

 
 PA 19/00479/TPO – Cllr. Day (pecuniary interest) 
  
05.07.19 Police Report 
 
 PCSO Airey reported that there had been three reported crimes in June 2019, summarised below: 
 10 June – Burglary dwelling, Low Street 
 27 June – Theft other, the Green 
 27 June – Criminal damage to a dwelling, Bar Road North 
 
 There followed a lengthy discussion about the recent anti-social behaviour in Beckingham. 
 
06.07.19 District and County Councillors’ Reports 

District Councillor 
Cllr. Sanger reported as follows: 

 A letter has been sent to the Minister for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport about BDC’s opposition 
to the removal of the universally free TV licences to for those over 75 years old. 

 A letter has been sent to the Secretary of State for Environment regarding single use plastics and 
the need to reduce dependency. 

 BDC had resolved to engage with stakeholders to support the retention of Post Offices beyond 
2021, after which the subsidies finish. 

 BDC is to carry out a green audit.  The priority is to become carbon neutral.  They are also keen 
to hear children’s voices. 

 
County Councillor 

  Cllr. Taylor reported as follows: 
 

 A request has been put forward for an additional bus stop in Beckingham. 

 The latest round of LIS bids has been agreed.  There were none put forward for Beckingham this 
time. 

 At a meeting of the full council, a motion was put forward to write to the Government regarding 
the shortage of funding.  There was also a motion about trialling wild flower verges, this is to be 
debated. 

 The draft Minerals Plan will shortly be out for consultation. 

 The temporary speed signs along Low Street continue to provoke comment.  There are limited 
options as to where the signs can be installed.  They need to be near a power source which can 
bear the weight, eg lamp column. 
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07.07.19 Reports from Committees and other outside agencies 
 

1. Willow Works Community Group 
 
The following report had been received: 
 
Willow working courses are in the process of being arranged, using money from the Tesco grant 
to facilitate them.  The update on Beckingham Marshes reports that the population of various 
species has reached very satisfactory numbers, although, probably due to the dry season last 
year, when food sources were depleted, fewer young have been successfully hatched. 
 

2. History Group 
The following report had been received: 
 
The History Group met on 27

th
 June and enjoyed a very interesting talk entitled ‘Hull’s Pioneering 

Aviator’ who was of course Amy Johnson.  It was a fascinating talk, accompanied by a 
presentation by a very knowledgeable speaker.  The next meeting is on 25

th
 July and visitors are 

welcome. 
 

3. Church Matters 
Nothing to report 
 
Beckingham Village Hall 
Cllr. Sanger reported that the recent summer celebrations events had been successful.  The frog 
racing event is to take place on 14

th
 September (£5/ticket). 

 
4. Bowls Club 

No report received.  
 

5. Youth Club 
Cllr. Sanger reported that the Youth Club has had a successful year and is very appreciative of 
the on-going support from the Parish Council. 

 
6. Recreation Room, The Green, Spinney and Post Office 

The Clerk reported that the work on the ash tree will be completed as soon as the birds have 
finished nesting.  The electrical installation report certificate is outstanding.  The cost of the work 
is £150.00/per report.  The intruder alarm has been serviced and repaired.  Await a further  quote 
for painting of the exterior or the Recreation Room. 

 
08.07.19  Matters for Consideration 
  Meeting with Acis  

 Cllr. Sofflet reported that the recent meeting with Acis had been very interesting.  It transpires that 
Acis has been in discussions with BDC for over a year.  Further, Cllr. Sofflet reported that at a 
meeting with a BDC Planning Officer it was revealed that this planning application would not be 
allowed if it were to submitted today.  Cllr. Taylor suggested the Parish Council appraises itself  with 
the S106 agreements and check that theses are being complied with.  Cllr. Taylor also reported that 
she had received a number of complaints about the removal of the hedge. 

 
  Proposed Ramp  

 Cllr. Sanger put forward a suggestion to install a ramp off Gill Lane into the school grounds in order to 
improve accessibility to the site.  There are currently three steps into the school grounds.  Both the 
lane and the school are believed to belong to the County Council.  Cllr. Taylor suggested that the 
head teacher write to her and she would progress this. 

 
  NCC’s Policy Regarding Accessibility 
  Still await response from the NCC Right of Ways Team.  Cllr. Sanger agreed to follow up. 
 
  Parish Council Sub-Committees/Representatives 
  The schedule was reviewed and representatives agreed.   
 
  Summer Newsletter 

 The draft newsletter was reviewed and agreed.  Cllr. Sofflet suggested that the newsletter could be 
‘outsourced’ with a view to it becoming a more substantial village newsletter, possibly an on-line 
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version.  It was agreed to put an article in the newsletter to see if there was anyone in the village who 
might be interested in taking this on.  Agenda item for next meeting. 

 
  Employment of a Handyman 

 A general discussion took place about the merits of employee a Handyman and what the role would 
entail.  It was suggested that the role could include the cutting of the grass and possible purchase of a 
mower and strimmer.  Cllr. Sofflet questioned whether or not the Parish Council should continue with 
the strimming of the churchyard at Saundby.  He offered to contact Rev. Cantrell to discuss this with a 
view to passing back to the Diocese. 

   
 Due to time constraints, it was agreed to consider this further at the next meeting.  Clerk to circulate 

the current cost of the grass cutting contract. 
 
  Co-option of Parish Councillors 
  No applications had been received. 
 
  Community Day/Wellington Boot Competition 

 It was agreed to pause the Community Day initiative for a while, given the lack of interest from the 
community.   

 
 Cllr. Sofflet reported that the wellington boot competition would take place at the horticultural show on 

17
th
 August.  It was suggested that the chair of Beckingham Garden Club be asked to judge the 

competition. 
          
09.07.19  Faults and Repairs 

The following faults and repairs were reported: 
 
None were reported. 
 
Cllr. Sanger requested that that the remaining ‘curved’ part of the gate on Gill Lane is taken off to 
improve access.  
 

10.07.19 Cemetery Matters 
 

Replacement Foundation Stones 
The stonemason has confirmed that he is now in receipt of the new foundation slabs and has taken 
measurements of the gravestones.  He will cut them down to size at his workshop and install as soon 
as a possible. 
 
Grave Contravening Cemetery Regulations 
It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the owner of the grave advising that the grave is to be 
levelled imminently and request that the flowers, vases etc be removed as soon as possible. 
 
Perimeter Hedges/Fences 
It was agreed to obtain quotes for the work.  It was agreed that the hedges would be cut back as soon 
as it is permissible to do so. 

 
Purchase of adjacent field 
The Clerk reported that the land agent acting on the Diocese’s behalf had sent through ballpark 
figures for the purchase of the land based on the land being used as a cemetery.  These were 
discussed and it was agreed in principle to consider purchasing the field in its entirety subject to 
planning permission, condition of land and funding.   

 
11.07.19 Financial Matters 
   

The following payments were proposed, seconded and agreed: 
 

Chq No Payee Description  Amount 

2608-12 Staff Salary and Expenses 
 

1,330.36  

2613 I Wilson Alarm repair and service  65.00  

2614 Anglian Water Rec Room  16.00  

2615 Anglian Water Cemetery  13.35  



Beckingham-cum-Saundby Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th July 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Recreation Room, Beckingham 

350 
 

   

 
1,424.71  

 
 

A financial report was presented by the Clerk, summarised as follows 
   
  As at 8

th
 July 2019 

 
Current Account: 

  Income for the year to date    £14,520.01 
  Outgoings for the year to date    £12,805.29 
 
  Current A/c Balance         £13,802.90 
  Savings A/c Balance       £30,616.19  

  

 It was resolved to suspend standing orders and continue the meeting beyond 10pm. 
 

12.07.19 planning matters 
  
  New Planning Applications 

 19/00710/HSE – Erect Double Garage 
Location:  Beck House, 53 Old Trent Road, Beckingham 
 
Resolved:  No objection 

 
19/00713/HSE – Erect Single Storey Rear Extension 
Location: 2 Bar Road North, Beckingham 
PA Withdrawn 

 
Planning Decisions by Bassetlaw District Council 

 19/00479/TPO - Crown Reduction by 20% of 2 Sycamore Trees and Fell 1 Sycamore Tree 
Location:  The Cobblers, Bar Road North 
 
Decision:  GRANT 

 
  Appeals 

APP/A3010/W/19/3229059 
Erect Detached Dwelling with Detached Double Garage (Resubmission of PA 18/01284/FUL) 
Location:  Willow Croft, the Green 

 
Planning Enforcement 
Cllr. Sanger reported that the BDC Planning Officer had now returned to work and further, BDC is to 
recruit another Officer to the team. It was hoped that the long outstanding planning enforcement 
cases would now be dealt with. 

 
13.07.19 Correspondence 
   
  Thank you letter from Beckingham Garden Club 

CPRE – Notification of results of the Best Kept Village.  Beckingham had not been successful in 
progressing to the second round.   
Via East Midlands – Notification of lane closures on Beckingham bypass 
BDC – Poster promoting the Youth Council 
BDC – Notes from the Bassetlaw Forum 

  
14.07.19 Councillors reports and items for inclusion on the next agenda: Councillors are requested to use this 

opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise 
items for future agendas.  Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity 
for debate or decision-making.   

 
  None 
   
15.07.19 It was agreed that the next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 9 September 

2019 at 7.30pm (no meeting in August)    
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The meeting closed at 10.10 pm 
 
 Public Questions/Statements 

 It was reported that the mesh protector had gone missing from the Cemetery.   
  
 
   
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………. Dated …………………………………………. 


